
117th Annual Potato Days Continues Transformational 
Community Impact Model  

Celebrating 150 years of Colorado and 100 years of Route 66, we 
invite you to “Get your kicks on Root 66” at the annual Harvest 
Festival.  

Media Contact:  
Kat Hardy | Event Coordinator  
Current Ritual & Western Mosaic 
P: (970) 456-1516  
E: kat@westernmosaic.com  

Carbondale, CO - Potato Day is Carbondale’s historic longest running special event produced 
by the Potato Day Committee: Western Mosaic Fund, Current Ritual, The Carbondale Historical 
Society, The Town of Carbondale Parks & Recreation Department, The Sopris Sun, KDNK 
Community Radio, Ross Montessori School, The Carbondale Rotary Club and the Carbondale 
Library. 

A New Era of Community Investment ​
​
Potato Days 2026, in its 117th year, continues the revolutionary community impact model that 
began in 2025, ensuring the event's sustainability for the next century while creating lasting 
benefits for the Roaring Fork Valley's agricultural community. There are two distinct revenue 
streams: operational funding from foundational donors, and an annual impact fund supported by 
harvest meal ticket sales, yearly sponsorships and event proceeds. Festival info at Community 
Impact Fund Page ; carbondale.com and Facebook Event Page 

2026 Impact Fund: Slow Money Western Slope 

The 2026 Community Impact Fund recipient is Slow Money Western Slope, a newly launched 
0% interest revolving loan fund serving farmers and agricultural businesses on Colorado’s 
Western Slope. This year’s goal is to direct $25,000 into the fund. Because the fund revolves, 
every dollar is loaned to a farmer, repaid, and loaned again — working year after year. More 
info at smws.slowfoodwesternslope.org 

2025 Impact Fund Report: Supporting Local Farmers 
Through Seed Peace  

The inaugural recipient of the Potato Days Community Impact Fund was Seed Peace - 
Casey's Fund Supporting Farmers, an organization that provides mental health and wellness 
services to regenerative farmers throughout the Roaring Fork Valley of Colorado and New River 
Valley of Virginia. Seed Peace received $25,000 to support their services and they are going 
strong. More info at seedpeace.org 

https://carbondale-potato-days-2026.cheddarup.com
https://carbondale-potato-days-2026.cheddarup.com
http://carbondale.com
https://www.facebook.com/share/1HoNz2LAfa/?mibextid=wwXIfr


"Farming is more than a livelihood—it's a calling. It can also be isolating and exhausting. This 
fund exists to help farmers survive hard times and feel supported, mind, body, and spirit," - 
Executive Director of Seed Peace, Bob  

Potato Days Schedule of Events - October 2-4, 2026  

Friday, October 2nd  

5:00 PM - 9:00 PM - Carbondale First Friday with activities on Main Street. Join the Town 
of Carbondale's Public Art Commission (CPAC) for a guided walking tour of the 
2026–2027 "Art Around Town" sculpture exhibition, a second chance for anyone who 
missed the June walk. Meet in front of Town Hall at 5:30 pm on Friday, October 2nd; the 
event is free and open to all. Find sculpture photos and a walking map at Art Around Town  

Saturday, October 3rd  
 
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM - Carbondale Rotary Club Pancake Breakfast  
Location: Chacos Park (4th & Main Streets)  
Cost: $10 regular, $15 for potato pancakes  

9:00 AM - "Tater Trot" 1-Mile Fun Run - Hosted by Ross Montessori School; more information at 
rossmontessori.org  
Location: Chacos Park, Registration begins 8:30 AM  
Cost: FREE, Costumes encouraged. Top runners win sacks of potatoes!  

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Farmers Market, Family Activities & Cowboy Coffee 
Location: Sopris Park  
Cost: FREE and open to the public. Fresh produce, artisan goods, 
games, activities with community partners and historical copper cauldron 
coffee.  

10:30 AM - Potato Day Parade “Get Your Kicks on Root 66” - Judges award prizes based on 
theme relevance, originality, workmanship and crowd appeal. Pre-registration required, follow 
the link Parade Float Entry Form or contact ehollingsworth@gcpld.org  

11:15 AM - Until we run out of food - Community Harvest Lunch  
Location: Sopris Park  
Cost: $20 large plate, $10 small plate (follow QR code to pre-purchase meals);  
Locally sourced and prepared meat and sides, and of course, potatoes!  
In addition to regular Meal Tickets, there are the “Pay It Forward” Meal Tickets, gifting meals 
to farmers, first responders and community member experiencing food insecurity - to 
purchase go to Community Impact Fund Page or the QR code below  
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Community Impact Fund QR code 

 
 

2:00 PM - Parade Winners & Largest Potato Contest Announcements  

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM - Live Music Programming, KDNK RECORD SALE, and Harvest Bar open  
Location: Sopris Park - Cost: FREE 
11:00am-12:30pm - KDNK DJ tribute to Route 66 with AZYEP DJs 
1:15pm - 2:00pm - Contra Dance with Wooden Nickel String Band and 
Caller, Jon Unger  
3:30-5:00pm - Sweet Jessup and the Dirty Buckets  

Sunday, October 4th  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Youth Gymkhana - In keeping with our western heritage, a youth 
gymkhana (rodeo, with popsicles!) will take place on the rodeo grounds at County Road 100, 
organized by the Sopris Gymkhana Club. For more information, go to 
Facebook.com/groups/876334235886313 or email Sydney Linfossi at 
soprisgymkhanaclub@gmail.com ; Location: Rodeo grounds at County Road 100  
Cost: FREE and open to the public ​
 

How to Participate  

Parade Registration: $40 for commercial floats, free for non-profits and youth organizations. 
Pre-registration required, go to Parade Float Entry Form or contact 
ehollingsworth@gcpld.org  

Impact Fund Donations: Visit the  Community Impact Fund Page for harvest meal 
tickets, pay it forward tickets, sponsorships and more information. 

Volunteer: If you want to help out at the festival on October 3rd, please email 
kat@westernmosaic.com 

Foundational Donor Opportunities: Join valley stakeholders as a 3-5 year operational 
partner helping ensure Potato Days' sustainability for the next century. Partnership 
opportunities range from $5,000-$10,000 annually and include committee participation, 
community activation opportunities, and recognition as a foundational supporter. Contact 
Kade Gianinetti at kade@westernmosaic.com for partnership details. 
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